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Having completed the work and with the addition of a pair 
of andirons and some blazing logs the converted fireplace will 
have the appearance of Fig. 8. 

If It is desired to barn coal rather than wood a basket grate 
can be purchased which at will may be moved backward and 
forward on the hearth or removed at any time when a wood 
fire is desired. 

Gas connections can also be pat in and a gas log placed on 
the andirons. This will be found a very good imitation of wood 
and aff ords a hot fire as well as a clean one, there being no 
ashes or dast resulting therefrom. 

There are many houses that contain an unattractive slate or 
marble mantel of old style that can well be spared for a more 
modern and artistic one in wood, bat perhaps the cost of a new 
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one compels the owner to be satisfied with the old one, so a few 
simple and inexpensive designs' to construct in wood are here 
illustrated that can be made by any cabinetmaker or good joiner 
carpenter, for a moderate price. 

A few timely suggestions on the dimensions and construc- 
tion of a mantel will enable one who is not familiar with this 
branch of manufacture to overcome some difficulties. 

In the first place take the measurements of the fireplace 
and chimney breast, ascertain the depth of the fireplace ; if 
>ou find it is not sufficiently deep to act as an open fireplace 
and it is desired deeper this must be gained by projecting the 
mantle. 

Look at Fig. 9. This shows a ground plan of a chimney breast 
and fireplace. You find, for instance, the chimney breast meas- 
ures five feet and six inches long, the fireplace three-feet wide 
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and the depth twelve inches ; you wish to have a fireplace six- 
teen inches deep, so you make a projection on the mantel of six 
inches, and thus you have eighteen inches of fireplace, from the 
facing line back to the rough brickwork ; but when you get 
the facing up and the iron linings in place the actual distance 



from the facing back to the iron lining will be about sixteen 
inches. 

If it is desired to have a tile facing it is best to have it well 
proportioned to the opening in the mantel, and also to afford a 
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good fireplace opening. Should the rough brick fireplace open- 
ing be thirty *six inches wide by thirty or thirty-two inches 
high, the wood opening in the mantel forty-eight by forty-two 
inches high, a well-proportioned facing would be about eight 
inches on the sides with a frieze twelve inches high and the 
frame size thirty-two by thirty inches, as shown in Fig. 10. 

If, however, the wood opening in the mantel should be 
forty-two inches wide and high, the brick opening thirty by 
thirty inches, a good facing would be six inches on each side 
with a frieze twelve inches high. Fig. 11. 

The average size of the modern open fireplace is thirty by 
thirty inches, and the frame is generally made one-half of an 
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inch wider and a quarter higher, so that one-quarter of an inch 
of frame may lap on the facing all around. 

(To be continued.) 



DECORATIVE NOTE. 

TO derive the best possible result from warm weather furnish- 
ings, matting should be plain and of fine texture. If a rug 
is desired, a square one made from three widths of a deep 
pile carpet in willow green, with fringe at the ends matching 
the carpet will be found most pleasing. There are greens and 
greens, it mast be remembered, some soothing, cooling and 
restful, others of that variety of colors which "hit you in the 
eye;" bat the right shade of green combined with white, 
adapted as a color scheme for a summer room, is unsurpassed. As 
contrasted to hot colors, such as brown and red, even the moral 
iaflaence wielded on a torrid day is infinite. 



